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O Yunnanea ('yA+^J.) (COl'T (^f£|ij jnj) Takasi Tuyama : On genus 
Yunnanea Hu (Theaceae) 
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var. yunnanica Sealy 2> 0 
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The genus Yunna?iea Hu was published by Prof. Hu Hsen Hsu in 1956 (Act. 
Phytotax. Sin. 5 : 282) as a monotypic genus including one species Y. xylocarpa 
Hu from Yunnan Prov., China. The description was accompanied by a plate 
(Refer to Fig. 1 in the present note). The type specimen, Fengqing, Shunning 
Hsien, alt. 2400 m, no. 16021, 27 May, 1938 consisted of material in fruit and a 
detached corolla. 

According to Prof. Hu, the new genus is undoubtedly closely related to the 
genus Camellia, but quite different in having the naked pedicel and the indehis- 
cent fruit. Concerning the discrepancy of the original description and the ac¬ 
companying plate, Dr. J. R. Sealy was informed by letter from Prof. Hu that the 
naked pedicel of the type was broken off and lost. Dr. Sealy without examing 
the type specimen, pointed out that the seed of Yunnanea is laterally compressed, 
.and finally accepted Yunnanea as a separate genus (A revision of the genus 

— 31 — 



64 


Bgffl 59 2 n 


% 59 # m 2 ^ 

Camellia, p. 7,8 et 12, 1958). 

Recently Prof. Chang Hung Ta treated Yunnanea as a synonym of Camellia , 
and thus proposed a new combination, C. xylocarpa (Hu) Chang (Jour. Sun 
Yatsen Univ. Nat. Hist. 1 : 12 et 71, 1981). The writer is of the same opinion 
as of Prof. Chang, but he did not further discussed the nature of Yunnanea. 
Prof. Chang seems to be of opinion that the naked pedicel and the indehiscent 
(i. e. do not dehisce into distinct valves) fruit can not be tenable. Prof. Chang 
says that the fruit of the type specimen which is collected on 27 May is still 
immature. In the writer’s view, the fruit of the type specimen is dropped im- 
maturely and dried one of the preceding year. Prof. Hu says ‘In one fruit it 
is found that at base the thick exocarp slightly dehisced.’ This condition seems 
to suggest in favour of the writer’s view. Concerning the seed of Yunnanea,. 
Prof. Hu says ‘oblonga exaltata’ and ‘subtrigona.’ The plate also suggests that 
the seed is rounded wedge-shaped; the fact commonly seen in Camellia. 
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